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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday 12th May 2015 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Andy Bush  (AB) : HAT (Hilton Action against Traffic) 

Eda McPherson  (EM) : Holwell-cum-Needingworth PC 

Ros Carey-Townsend (RC) : King’s Ripton PC 

Matthew Fox  (MF) : OldHurst PC 

Brian Burpitt  (BB) : HCV Group 

Peter Smith  (PS) : St. Ives Town Council 

Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 

Bob Hare  (BH) : Neighbourhood Watch 

Mike Newman  (MN) : Pidley-cum-Fenton  PC 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

 

 

1 Welcomes & Apologies   
 
Apologies had been received from:  Graham Bull, Andy Street, Justo Perez, Jill Tavener, Lesley Craig, Ken 
Attwood, Noel Baker 

 
2 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting on 10th  March 2015 
 
Motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting held on March 12th 2015. Proposed MN, Seconder JC 
 

3 Matters arising from the Minutes 
 
20 MPH Limit – Thorndown School: 
BH reported that the 20 mph Sign has been moved by 3 feet to make it more visible. But he thinks there could 
still be a visibility problem when there is a bus there.  He had just got a note back saying the work had been 
‘completed’.  
 
 
Knapwell Speedwatch:  
CS said he had received an email from Chris Savage regarding his visit to Knapwell saying that he should ask 
him if he had any questions. CS had replied that he did not believe that either Chris Savage or Brian Robins 



had any credibility on this issue. He had also responded to a letter from Mark Hopkins which had claimed that 
certain people were trying to undermine the remaining Speedwatch units. He told him that he had been 
seriously misinformed on this matter.  
 
Earith Works: 
JN said that the minor works in Chapel Road, Earith are still ongoing.  
 

4 Correspondence 
 
OM said that no correspondence had been received but two letters had been sent. 
One had gone to Kate Williams thanking her for her long and excellent service on the RSC and wishing her 
well for the future. 
The second had gone to Mr Stevens at CCC thanking him for all his help with all our traffic light queries. 
 

5 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 31 Hill Rise / Houghton Road   
Issue There is concern about the pedestrian crossing at Elm Drive. Lots of children use this. There is a 

waiting area but there are no rails. The problems arise when too many children use it at once. 

NB questioned whether the traffic lights at Hill Rise/ Houghton Road junction were sequenced 

correctly. Drivers were jumping the red lights.  

Also there is an application to build another 200 houses on remaining holes of golf course in St. 

Ives. The exit from the new estate will be on High Leys. This could compound the problem 

described above.  

Meeting 

Comment 

No update. 

Item 38 Thorndown School Crossing 

Issue  

Meeting 

Comment 

This has become a problem due to the expansion of the school and the fact that more pupils now 

have to cross Hill Rise. St. Ives Town Council  have succeeded in a bid to improve the crossing 

on Hill Rise. School refurbishment should be complete by the Easter holidays and the crossing  

work can then commence. 

Meeting 

Comment 

PS reported that the  school work was finished at Easter. All the entrances and exits have been 

realigned and the main entrance has been moved. When the money comes through from the 

upgrade we can now be sure they’ll put the crossing  in the right place.  He added that there was 

money available from the Local Highway Initiative. 

BH asked if the school could apply for this themselves. 

ML said they could. Steve Criswell had said that the school can go to the LHI directly.  

PS said that the Town Council has put up 10%  and  CCC will put up 90% next year.  

ML thought it would be good for the school to have input. 

 
6 Review of Remaining Items  
 
Item 4: Wheatsheaf: ML thought we should keep this under review. Envar are still cutting the foliage.  
 
[Post meeting note: There was a serious accident here on May 19th involving two vehicles. One person was 
injured and the road was closed for 3 hours. Another accident involving three vehicles on the 26th. Road closed 
again.] 
 
Item 5:  Earith High Street:  

JN reported no change here. However the PC have requested the traffic counting box be put up in Earith. 
MLsaid she had heard that trucks from the Latta’s site are using the George Corner junction at 5.30am in the 
morning.  This is outside their operating hours.  She could ask Steve Criswell to look into this. 
Other members confirmed that Latta’s is not yet operating but there are dumper trucks using the junction very 
early in the morning and a number of residents have complained. 



 
 
Item 6: Low Road, Fenstanton.  
CS thought nothing would happen until the Vindis site is sold.  But the dairy site in Fenstanton has been sold. 
ML said lots of people seemed to have deferred decisions until after the election. 
 
Item 14: Lloyds bank parking 
CS said that he had taken the opportunity to nag his contact about sending information out to Blue Badge 
owners. He had also sent some information to the new St. Ives paper the Quay News. There was a verbal 
altercation recently between 2 drivers. The culprit had a disabled badge but wasn’t disabled himself and there 
was no-one else with him. 
 
Item 23: Guided Bus Route, North Road 
PS informed the group that he had gone to look at Pig Lane at school exit time and there was a Whippet bus 
coming down which had held up all the traffic in both directions. But he can’t think of a solution that won’t make 
it worse somewhere else.  
ML said that there was now a code among the bus drivers which relieved the problem to some degree. But she 
thought that perhaps this item should be taken off as there seems to be nothing we can do at present. 
 
All  were in agreement. 
 
Item 29: Cycle Paths: PS pointed to letters in the newspaper about people not using cycle paths.  But we get 
the opposite view as well saying there aren’t enough of them.  We have some new bits of cycle path round 
here and we have to wait and see if people start to use them. 
CS said that the Houghton Road cycle path is in a very bad state but nothing will happen until the houses are 
built.  
 
Item 32: Market Street/ Station Road 
CS advised the group about a similar bus stop in Newmarket Road in Cambridge where there is a projection 
for passengers to wait but the bus actually stops further along. We should approach CCC to do the same thing 
at this point. This would give a bit more room in the road. 
Action: CS to pursue this. 
 
BH asked why the bus stop can’t be moved down closer to Waitrose.  
CS said it was because they wanted it as close to the town centre as possible.  
ML added that the RSC were told that safety was not the only consideration here. 
 
BH asked who we could apply to about this. 
CS said the only thing we can do is to ask for a judicial review. 
JC observed that we’ve tried everything. 
 
CS said there had been some very close calls at this spot. If he gets nowhere with the approach to CCC then 
the next thing is an escalation to MP level. 
BB thought that there might  be a problem with disabled access if it is moved. 
 

7 Speedwatch Situation 
 
BB said that he was still trying to arrange a meeting with Chris Savage and Andy Street. No-one could make 
the last meeting date so has asked for an evening meeting so more people can make it. The police need to 
come down off their high horse. 
ML thought that asking for an apology might not be the best approach. 
BB said that this was possibly the case. But he wouldn’t be involved again unless there is an apology for some 
of the things that were said.. 
 



ML said that David McCandless had sent an email today asking if he could come to a meeting and talk about 
SCS. She was not sure if this is a good idea or not. It might put our police representative in a difficult situation. 
Her opinion was that until the Speedwatch issue is resolved we should not do it. 
EM agreed and didn’t think it is appropriate. 
JC said that she was in the chair when Speedwatch was introduced. We agreed to have a representative but 
she thinks it got a bit out of hand. We need to be non-controversial as a committee.  
AB informed the group that a report is being prepared by the police and we should wait until this is done. 
Action: OM to let DM know of the decision to wait.  
MF said they were still doing Speedwatch sessions in Old Hurst.  
 
BB said it was  claimed that other villages are working to the new guidelines. He was not sure if this is true. 
 

8 Traffic Statistics  
 
BB said that he had looked at the old police radar data and suspects that the new monitoring boxes are not 
recording properly. The  Bluntisham figures state that a total of 11157 vehicles were recorded in both directions 
along the A1123 in Bluntisham over a 7 day period in March 2015. This is rather strange as between  8000  & 
10000 vehicles pass along the A1123 through Earith every day. This estimate is based on 5 different surveys 
carried out between 2011 and 2015, two of them being police radar surveys. He thought  the Bluntisham data 
was very dubious.  
ML said that Mr Brian Robins informed her that 11% of vehicles were speeding. So even if the 11157 only 
represents the speeders that would make the weekly total over 100,000 which is too high. 
 
AB also reported some odd statistics with respect to Hilton. A recent count using a monitoring box recorded 
28,308 vehicles  a week. However, an earlier survey in 2011, also over 7 days, recorded 38, 562 although the 
location was slightly different. But this is a very large discrepancy. 
 
BB said they had done several Speedwatch sessions on the A1123 at Bluntisham and they always got quite  
low numbers of speeders. 
ML agreed and added that it is worse on Colne road past the school.  
 
AB thought that using SCS would be a good way to get an independent data check.  
. 

9 BRAKE Campaign 
 
OM described the BRAKE campaign  for  a review of penalties for serious driving offences. Drivers who kill, 
harm and endanger are often let off with grossly inadequate penalties, in some cases for inappropriately-
termed charges.  For example, only just over 50% of drivers who kill others due to risky driving receive jail 
terms. Also, the seriousness of driving offences is not reflected in the level of fines imposed. While someone 
can be fined up to £1000 for littering or smoking offences, the maximum for speeding or using a mobile phone 
is only £100. Yet research has shown that higher fines do pose a significant deterrent. 
 
The meeting discussed the proposals outlined in the BRAKE campaign and were in agreement with all of them.  
Meeting was unanimously in agreement that the RSC should support this campaign.  
 
Action: OM to write letters in support. 

 
10 RSC Website 
. 
We have now signed up to the web-creation website.  Hope to have some material on there by the next 
meeting.  
 
Action: OM to send the web-site details to BH.  
 

11 Reports from members: 
 



PS, St. Ives:  
Traffic going down Needingworth Rd is mounting the pavement.  This issue is coming up at the Town Council  
on Thursday. PS to email  OM with the result.  
The other thing is the request for a crossing on Meadow Lane at the entrance to Waitrose. There was a person 
killed there earlier in the year. (ML thought that a crossing here could be horrendous.)  
There have also been quite a few letters about speed limits. Should it be 20mph in urban areas?  (EM: In 
Needingworth the 30mph zone has moved further down the hill. It’s made a big difference to the people who 
requested it. Cars are actually going slower).  
 
RT, Kings Ripton: 
 Kings Ripton has had traffic calming put in but it doesn’t seem to have made any difference.  We could use 
DM and his SCS organisation. We won’t get 4 volunteers in KR, we’ve only had 2 in the past. We are in a 
desperate situation.  
 
EM, Holywell-cum-Needingworth:   
There is the ongoing problems with boy racers.  
 
JC: Co-opted member:   
Recently noted 6 cars parked illegally round Oliver Cromwell. . There should at least be cones or something to 
deter them.  
 
CS, Fenstanton:   
We have a problem with parking with the closure of the dairy which is now a lorry park. There have been 
requests for double yellow lines to stop it. My concern is the 4,500 houses proposed for Wyton-on-the-Hill. 
There will be a very serious effect on the A1123. It is worth looking  at the submission made by St. Ives TC.  
Action: CS to send details of this to OM.  
Hemingford Abbotts golf course has been closed and bought by someone who wants to develop it as a first 
world war battlefield attraction . They are predicting  3000 visitors a day and are making a presentation next 
week to the Hemingford Grey PC.  
 
MN, Pidley:     
There are still speeding problems here.  
 
AB, HAT:  
The first meeting of the A14 planning process is tomorrow.   
Action: AB to send details to ML and OM 
 

12 AOB 
 
ML asked where the meeting in July will be. 
CS said that he’d booked the back room of the Free Church. But no-one is to go through the downstairs hall. 
They have counselling meetings in there.  
CS added that details of the proposed revision to CCC boundaries are available on the website. 
 

13 Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 
Tuesday July   14th  

Tuesday September    8th  

Tuesday November   10th  


